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The World’s Libraries.  
Connected.
The World’s Libraries.  
Connected.

Welcome Welcome 

• Rein van Charldorp

• The OCLC Global Cooperative

• Trends in the Global Library Environment 

OCLC’s initiatives and developments 
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Public purposes:
Further access to the world’s information

Reduce the rate of rise of library costs

72,035 libraries in 171 countries

The OCLC Cooperative:
a nonprofit, membership organization
The OCLC Cooperative:
a nonprofit, membership organization

WorldCat: the cooperative work 
of thousands of librarians
WorldCat: the cooperative work 
of thousands of librarians

72,000 
libraries

1.7 billion 
holdings

470 
languages

171 
countries

Fills 

95% 
of borrowing

requests

236 million 
records
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OCLC: access to more of information
in the world’s libraries
OCLC: access to more of information
in the world’s libraries

Articles
526.5 million

Materials available through WorldCat + WorldCat Local

eBooks
11.1 million

Maps
3.6 million

Archival Materials
14.5 million

Web Resources
25 million

Serials
9.4 million

Digital Content
41.3 million

Books
193 million

WorldCat growth since 1998WorldCat growth since 1998

Millions of records (as of 30 June 2011)
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Percentage of records for 
non-English materials

30 June 2011

58.5%

Total Records
English
German
French
Spanish
Japanese
Chinese 
Italian 
Dutch
Russian 
Latin 

235.5 m
97.7 m
33.0 m
21.3 m

9.7 m
7.5 m
5.9 m
3.9 m
3.5 m
3.2 m
3.2 m

Multilingual WorldCatMultilingual WorldCat

Albanian 35,273 
26,281

Ismail KadareIsmail Kadare
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WorldCat identitiesWorldCat identities

National libraries 67.7 million records 

Consortia 36.7 million records

National groups 43.9 million records

Regional groups 153.9 million records

Individual libraries 12.6 million records

EMEA contributions to WorldCat 
since 2006
EMEA contributions to WorldCat 
since 2006

Records processed
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The Cooperative The Cooperative 

Bibliotheek.nlBibliotheek.nl

February 2012
• Metadata

• Resource sharing

• Discovery

NBC – National Library Catalogue:
• View on Dutch National Catalogue GGC (CBS software)

• Central Holdings Synchronization – 170 public libraries
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Southern Europe Countries: ProjectsSouthern Europe Countries: Projects

CIPE in Italy is a consortium of 11 leading universities: 
Bologna, Florence, Genoa, Modena and Reggio Emilia, Padua, 
Parma, Pisa, Sassari, Siena, Venice and the Polytechnic University 
of the Marche
The consortium will contribute 11 million bibliographic records to 
WorldCat.

In Spain, the BUCLE consortium virtual union catalog goes live with 
WorldCat Local.

South Africa: 
WorldCat Local transform resource discovery
South Africa: 
WorldCat Local transform resource discovery

Sabinet, OCLC’s partner in South Africa, started implementing WorldCat
Local, OCLC’s discovery solution at 21 universities: 

Cape Peninsula University of Technology; National Library of South Africa; Nelson 
Mandela Metropolitan University; North-West University; Rhodes University; 
Stellenbosch University; Tshwane University of Technology; University of Fort 
Hare; University of KwaZulu-Natal; Unisa; University of Pretoria; University of 
Venda; University of the Western Cape; University of the Witwatersrand; Vaal 
University of Technology; Walter Sisulu University
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Connect users to ALL your CONTENTConnect users to ALL your CONTENT

Electronic , Licensed, Digital and Physical Materials

WorldCat
Local
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WorldCat Local DELIVERY solutionsWorldCat Local DELIVERY solutions

Audio

Books

Video

Hathi
Trust

Google Books

OAISTER

Digital 
Repositories

Articles WorldCat
Local

Electronic Physical

Content Methods

Real time shelf status

Place hold

Place consortial 
request

Place ILL
request

Direct link to full text

Link to 
OpenURL

Link to digital
objects in IRs
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Integration with  LMS circulation facilities and 
inter lending solutions 

Cascaded relevance of holding libraries

Real time availability & location details 
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Solution

OCLC and IZUM sign letter of intent
November 2011
OCLC and IZUM sign letter of intent
November 2011
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COBISS.NetCOBISS.Net

GovernanceGovernance

72,000+ 

institutions

Members

3

Councils

Regional Councils

48

Members

Global Council

16

Members

Board of Trustees
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PHOTO

Americas Regional Council MeetingAmericas Regional Council Meeting
20 January 2012
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EMEA Regional Council Meeting February 2012 
Birmingham, UK
EMEA Regional Council Meeting February 2012 
Birmingham, UK

EMEA Regional Council DelegatesEMEA Regional Council Delegates

Lluis M. Anglada
CBUC
Spain

Henriette de Kok
Bibliotheek Midden-

Brabant
Netherlands

Simon Bains
University of Manchester

UK

Raymond Bérard
ABES
France

Poul Erlandsen
The Royal Library

Denmark

Robert Moropa
University of Pretoria

South Africa

Ann-sofie Oscarsson
Mälardalen University

Sweden

Rupert Schaab
University of Göttingen

Germany

Anja Smit
University of Utrecht

Netherlands

Cendrella Habre
Lebanese American University

Lebanon
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Four trends: 2011Four trends: 2011

1. student-produced apps

2. information habits of young people

3. evolution of search

4. cloud services

Trend 1

Student-produced apps
Trend 1

Student-produced apps
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Trend 1

Attack of the killer apps!
Trend 1

Attack of the killer apps!

Trend 1

North Carolina State University
Trend 1

North Carolina State University

NCSU Hill of 
Beans Coffee Line 
(of course no line 

since it is

NCSU Webcams, Hill 
of Beans Coffee line 
most popular of all 

mobile features

NCSU Computer 
and Study Room  

Availability
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Trend 1

Developer Network
Trend 1

Developer Network

Most popular

WorldCat Search API

xISBN, xISSN

WorldCat Registry

WorldCat Identities 

QuestionPoint Knowledge Base

xOCLCNUM

170 registered members

70 applications built

20 million calls/month

Trend 2

Information habits of young people
Trend 2

Information habits of young people
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Trend 2

Millennials don’t use the library
Trend 2

Millennials don’t use the library

“The library is a good source if you 
have several months.”

“Hard to find things in library catalog.”

“Yeah, I don't step in the library 
anymore…  better to read a 25-page 
article from JSTOR than a 250-page 
book.”

Membership Reports/StudiesMembership Reports/Studies

84% use search engines to begin 
an information search

2% begin an information search 
on a library Web site

90% are satisfied with search engines

libraries = books 
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Libraries at Webscale 
Report
Libraries at Webscale 
Report

Interviews

Challenges/Issues

Strategic Response
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Information habits of young peopleInformation habits of young people

By understanding 
them, we can serve 
everyone better 

Trend 3: Trend 3: 

EVOLUTION OF SEARCH
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Trend 4

Cloud Services
Trend 4

Cloud Services
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Library Web scaleLibrary Web scale

Libraries worldwide 1,212,383 

Books: physical processing 15,517,196,010

Back-office transactions 61,879,349

OPAC searches 105,607,800,600

Database searches 36,555,852,000 

Circulation / ILL 4,983,393,968 
+ Adds/deletes; patron record maintenance, etc.

____________________________________________________________________

Annual transactions      166,041,975,140

18,954,563 transactions / day 5,265 transactions / second

Worldwide libraries and worldwide library transactions

Possible with a handful of commodity servers

Change in the library: 
The impact of OCLC Web-scale Management Services 
Change in the library: 
The impact of OCLC Web-scale Management Services 

Users
Print

Vendors

Library
OPAC

ILS

Circulation

Cataloging

Self
Service

Acquisitions

Cataloging
Utility

National/
Global
System

Consortial
System

Electronic
Vendor

A to Z
List

Resolver

ERM

Institutional

Repository

Meta-
search

Data

Library

Users Suppliers

Partners
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The Future TodayThe Future Today

Doing things 
differently

Doing different 
things

HOW OCLC WORLDSHARE 
HELPS

HOW OCLC WORLDSHARE 
HELPS
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200720052000

Back to the future: A decade of change and new assumptionsBack to the future: A decade of change and new assumptions

1999 2011200620042001

Discovery Community Collaboration

2009

100,000 apps
in Apple’s

National/
Global
System

Electronic
Vendor

A World of disconnectsA World of disconnects

Print
Vendors

Library

ILS
Circulation

Cataloging
Self

Service

Acquisitions

Consortial
SystemResolver

ERM

Meta-
search

A to Z
ListYouTube

Good
Reads

Users
Facebook

Wikipedia

Amazon

WebMD 

BBC 
News

HathiTrust

iTunes

university.edu 

Scholar
portals 

EasyBib

Google 
Scholar

ESPN

OPAC

Google

JSTOR
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National/
Global
System

Electronic
Vendor

Print
Vendors

Library

ILS
Circulation

Cataloging
Self

Service

Acquisitions

Consortial
SystemResolver

ERM

Meta-
search

A to Z
ListYouTube

Good
Reads

Users
Facebook

Wikipedia

Amazon

WebMD 

BBC 
News

HathiTrust

iTunes

university.edu 

Scholar
portals 

EasyBib

Google 
Scholar

ESPN

OPAC

Google

JSTOR A-Z

A-Z List Circulation Discovery

Acquisitions Cataloging Digital Repository

Self Service Vendor Directory Patron Admin

Delivery Tracker

Reserves Mgr

WorldCat Identities

Moving our infrastructure to WebscaleMoving our infrastructure to Webscale

DuraArchive Check Discovery

CLOCKSS Checker JSTOR Image Find

Portico Account DOI Generator Molecule Scan Hathi Text Search

Faculty Press

Study Guides

AcademiCal

Moving our infrastructure to WebscaleMoving our infrastructure to Webscale
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Family Tree Info Discovery

ScoreFinder Room Reserve

Pic2Lib Amazon Wish List Friends of the Library

Facebook
bookclub

for donations

Project Generator

Rate & RecommendNYT Best Sellers

Angry Birds

Moving our infrastructure to WebscaleMoving our infrastructure to Webscale

The OCLC WorldShare PlatformThe OCLC WorldShare Platform

Platform 
Management

Infrastructure

Data

Web Services

App Gallery

Library-built 
Applications

Partner-built 
Applications

OCLC-built 
Applications

Flexible, open platform 
for the community to 
share applications and 
innovation
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OCLC-built 
Applications

On the WorldShare Platform:

WorldShare Acquisitions
WorldShare Circulation

WorldShare License Manager

Coming to WorldShare Platform:

WorldShare Analytics

Moving to WorldShare Platform:

WorldShare ILL
Metadata management

WorldCat and the WorldShare 
Platform?

WorldCat.org and WorldCat Local 
moving to platform architecture

OCLC apps on the WorldShare PlatformOCLC apps on the WorldShare Platform

Only need a Web browserOnly need a Web browser
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Shared infrastructure to manage and share resources 
across libraries and across communities.

Shared data about the world’s libraries.  
Find and get it.

Trend 4

WorldShare early adopters: 
Norway, The Netherlands, Canada

Trend 4

WorldShare early adopters: 
Norway, The Netherlands, Canada
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To WorldCat through COBISS.NetTo WorldCat through COBISS.Net

Faleminderit!Faleminderit!
Pyetje…


